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Duty station: Home-based / Remote
Type and duration of contract: Consultancy contract, from 15 February to 30 April 2026
Closing date: 15 February 2026. Please note applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis.
Reporting to: Catherine Lalonde, Head of FOLU African Partnerships

1. Introduction to the programme 
ClientEarth’s Food, Oceans and Land Use (FOLU) African Partnerships programme works to build, implement, and enforce effective laws as a vital component of governance systems that more equitably and sustainably manage forests and other ecosystems. The programme is grounded in long-term partnerships with lawyers and civil society organisations across West and Central Africa.
The programme has been shaped by international, regional, and European initiatives aimed at addressing forest governance challenges and the drivers of ecosystem degradation, including the EU Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT) Action Plan and Voluntary Partnership Agreements (VPAs), the EU Deforestation Regulation (EUDR), the Global Biodiversity Framework, and the Paris Agreement. While each jurisdiction presents distinct challenges, the extensive expertise of ClientEarth’s local partners—combined with ClientEarth’s innovative use of the law—enables the delivery of tailored and effective legal solutions to strengthen national legal frameworks.
Under this consultancy, the Consultant will primarily support work related to forest governance, community rights, nature credits and forest-risk commodities—specifically timber, cocoa, and minerals—in Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana.
The Consultant will draw on their experience and skills to support in-country partners in promoting multi-stakeholder participation in policy and legal reform processes, particularly in the context of international forest policy frameworks such as the FLEGT VPA, and in light of emerging global supply-chain standards and corporate sustainability regulations (including EUTR, EUDR, and CSDDD).
2. Objectives of the consultancy

The objectives of this consultancy are to:
· Provide technical support to partners in the delivery of ClientEarth project activities in Ghana and Côte d’Ivoire;
· Contribute to the development and/or review of ClientEarth’s technical strategy on core priorities, with a particular focus on nature credits and forest-risk commodities, including critical raw materials.

3. Tasks for the consultant

ClientEarth requires support on the following tasks related to its work in Ghana and Côte d’Ivoire:
1. Work closely with ClientEarth staff and in-country partners to implement project activities in Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana;
2. Conduct critical analysis of laws, legislative proposals, and policy frameworks relevant to forest governance, including but not limited to FLEGT VPA processes, carbon market frameworks, forest-risk commodities (with a focus on timber, cocoa and minerals), and land and community rights;
3. Prepare policy analyses, research notes, and other written outputs as required by project needs;
4. Support the delivery of in-country activities, including legal trainings, workshops, and other events;
5. Support the development of potential strategies in the mining sector, including research into legal theories and strategic approaches, identification of suitable fact patterns, and related technical tools (e.g. scientific research, mapping tools);
6. Monitor and inform ClientEarth of significant developments in forest and environmental governance and legislation, including, inter alia, the VPA process, voluntary carbon markets, the REDD+ framework, the Global Biodiversity Framework, and the rights of Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities.
7. 
Weekly meetings will be held with ClientEarth staff to provide updates on ongoing work and the outcomes of monitoring activities.
This consultancy is home-based. The Consultant is expected to provide their own office space, accommodation, transport, IT equipment (including an email address), and working materials.

The Consultant will be required to maintain a timesheet and submit monthly invoices based on hours worked (open to discussion).

4. Key outputs

· Review of policy analyses and reports, with an initial focus on Nature Credit in Cote d’Ivoire and Minerals in Ghana
· Regular monitoring updates on relevant legal and policy developments;
· Contributions to sectoral in-country strategy development 
· Contribution to donor narrative reporting, when required
· Participation in weekly coordination meetings with ClientEarth staff.

5. Required qualification 
· University degree in law
· Working legal knowledge of one or more of these areas: natural resources governance; human rights law and policy; environmental governance; forest governance; land tenure; legal reform processes (essential) 
· Experience working on, or knowledge of issues relating to forest governance, international forest policy processes (such as FLEGT VPAs, or REDD+), global supply chain standards and land tenure
· Good understanding of ClientEarth;s work in the region
· Experience working on strategic litigation and related legal advocacy, preferably in the public interest sector
· Experience initiating and managing complex projects or cases
· Strong knowledge of, or proven experience working in, Ghana and Côte d’Ivoire, with a track record of building effective partnerships with in-country civil society organizations and legal stakeholders.
6. Timeframe 

The consultancy should start by around mid- February 2026, at the latest. 

We suggest the following key dates for this consultancy (to be adapted to the consultant’s availability).  
· 15 February 2026 – 28 February 2026: Preparation with ClientEarth staff to go over the scope of the consultancy, plan for activities, share the latest updates & make the relevant introductions to staff at ClientEarth and in-country associates in Ghana and Cote d’Ivoire.  
· From 01 March 2026 to 15 April 2026: completion of consultancy tasks.  
· From 15 April 2026 to 30 April 2026: Debriefing with ClientEarth staff, to hand over any unfinished activities and share updates.  

The consultant will hold frequent check-ins with ClientEarth staff to discuss progress and next steps. 

7. Remuneration

Consultancy of a maximum of 30 days (spread over 3 months), up to a maximum fee budget of £12,000.

8. Application procedure
Please send a cover letter, detailing your relevant experience and proposed budget for the consultancy, and a CV to: Catherine Lalonde at clalonde@clientearth.org by 15 February 2026. Please note that applications will be reviewed as soon as they are received.
Applications will be assessed against predetermined evaluation criteria, focussing on demonstrated expertise and relevant experience.
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