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TIMBER RESOURCES (LEGALITY LICENSING)
REGULATIONS, 2012

IN EXERCISE of the power conferred on the Minister responsible for
~ Forestry by section 18 of the Timber Resources Management Act, 1998

(Act 547), and on the recommendation of the Forestry Commission, 1997
(Act 571), these Regulations are made this 19th day of June, 2012.

‘ . . 5 . . . . .
_ Preliminary provistons

Purpose of Regulations
1. The purpose of these Regulations is to provide fora licensing scheme

to regulate the import and export of timber products to and from Ghana- . .

to control the international trade of illegally?harveshte'd timber products
 and illegal logging. | :
Application of Regulations | g .
2. These Regulations apply to the timber products specified in the First
Schedule which are | 4 | o
(a) harvested within the country;
(b) imported into Ghana; D ~
(c) destined for distribution and sale on the domestic market;

and
(d) destined for export from the country.

Establishment and functions of the Timber Val_z'dcziz'oﬁ Committee

Establishment of Timber Validation Committee A
3. There is established by these Regulations a Timber Vah'dation Com-

mittee.
Functions of the Committee

4. The Committee shall
(a) monitor and ensure that the division or department of the
" Commission responsible for verification and validatior=.0f
applications for licences performs its functions in- a credible,
transparent and independent manner, ' -
(b) establish measures to ensure that the processes of verifica-

Hion and validation under these Regulations are not inter-
fered with; .
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L (c) settle compla.mts made in respect of the lelSlOn or depart-
"~ " ment of the Commission responsible for verification and
- validation of applications for licences ‘and the verification
- and validation process undertaken under Regulation 12(2);
e o d) make recommendations to the Mrmster regardmg the imple-
_' mentation of these Regulations; and = . .
| (e) report annually to the Minister on its activities.

e 2 Membersh1p and tenure of office of members of Commlttee '

5. (1) The Committee shall consist of

-~ (a)a chalrperson appointed-by the Mlmster actmg on the

A ‘advice ‘of the Commission; - =~ ° e b

=" (B) the Chief Executive of the Comm_1531on
= (c) one representatrve not below the rank of Drrector from
' (1) the Customs Division- of the Ghana Revenue
Author1ty nommated by the- Commlssroner-
- 7 ; General,
el Lge " (i) the Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources and
, (iii) the Ghana Police Service;
(a’) one. representative from the Jud1c1ary normnated by the

- Chief Justice;

Tl ,-(e) one representative of the Tradés Umon CongICSS

(P one representative from the prlvate se;:tor with requisite

. . professional qualification;. . . -
~(g) one representative-from the- timber mdustry,
e () one representative from- the Natlonal House of Cluefs and

( ) the Director of the division"or- department of the Commission -
--responsible for venﬁcamon and Vahdauon of apphcatlons

. “~forlicences. -+ -

(2) The members of the Cormmttee other Eha.n the Chlef Eecutive -
of the Commission and -the. Dlrector of the division or departrnent of
the' Commission responsible for verification and validation of applica-
Uons for licences shall be appomted by the Muuster | |
" {(3).A member of thé Committee shall hold office for a penod not
exceeding three years and is eligible for re-appointment, but a member shalt
not be appointed for more than two consecutive terms.
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4 A member of the Comrmttee may at any “time resrgn from

L ;ofﬁce in writing addressed to the Minister. .

©) A meimber of the Commlttee who s absent from three consecutlve
mber of the Committee.

(6) The Minister may by letter addressed toa member revoke the

appomtment “of that member. _
@) Where a. member of the Comrmttee 1S for sufﬁc1ent r"eason, .
the Ministet shall determine Whether the in-

ability would resultin a declaratlon of a vacancy -

®) Where there is.a. vacancy o
(a) under subregulanons (4) (S) (6) or regulatlon 7 (2)
(b) as a result of a declaration under subregulation (7); or -
(c) by reason of the death of a member the Mrmster shall ap-

- point another person. to ﬁll the Vacancy

L3 i

6. The Committee shall regulate the manner and procedure of its
meetings.

g Lo 2

Dl.sclosnre of mterest o : : |
T (1) A member of the Commlttee WhO has an mterest 1n a matter

for consideration : -
'(a) shall disclose the nature of the interest and the disclosure

~-shall form part of the- record of the cons1deramon of the
matter; and .
(b) shall not part1c1pate in the deliberatron
" in respect of that matter. - ~.= - -
. (2) A member ceases t0. bea member of the Commattee 1f that
member has -an: interest in a matter before the Gomrrﬁttee and i
“(a) fails to disclose that interest, or .
®) part1c1pates in the dehberatlons of the Comm1ttee in
respect of the matter. " T e

s of the Comrmttee |




o e

L.l. 2184 | A,é‘ "

TIMBER RESOURCES (LEGALITY LICENSING)
' REGULATIONS, 2012 |

-

Allowances '
8. Members of the Committee shall be paid the allowances approved

by the Minister in consultation with the Mmlster respon51ble for
Fmance

General provisions on licences

Reqlﬁrement for licence
9. A person shall not

(a) export from Ghana,; or 4
(b) distribute for sale on the domestic market a timber product

without a licence issued by the Commission.

Application for licence
10. (1) A person who intends to export a timber product from the

country or distribute a timber product for sale on the domesuc market
shall apply in writing to the Commission.

(2) The application shall be made in the format determmed by
the Commission.

(3) An application for a hcence ‘may be made to cover
(a) the shipment of a: timber product destined for

- export from Ghana; and -
the consignment of a timber product harvested

within the country. or a timber product destined for
sale on the domestic market.
(4) The application shall be accompamed with the documenta—

tion required by the Commission.
(5) The applicant shall submit the apphcatlon with the adminis-
trative and processing fee prescnbed by the Commission.

()

Conditions for licence -
11. (1) A licence under these Regulatlons shall only be granted if

(a) the timber product obtained from Ghana and destined for
. export from Ghana or for distribution for sale on the
domestic market has been legally produced;
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(b) the timber producf destined for export from Ghana does
not include a timber product imported into the country from

a third country .
(i) in a form :n which the laws of that third country

prohibit for export; or
(i) which is produced in contravention of the laws of
the country where the trees were harvested.
-« (2) A timber product is legally produced if it , 4 . ,
(a) has been checked in accordance with the wood tracking system
~ prescribed by the Commission, and |
() conforms fo. the definition, principles, standards, and
criteria set out in the Second Schedule. | ' '
: (3) The Commission may require an applicant for a licence to
satisfy any other condition or_furnish it with additional documentation

or information it considers necessary to determine the application. -

Process for application . ’ -
12. (1) The Commission shall within three days of the receipt of a
completed application, acknowledge receipt and forward one copy of
“the application to the division or department of the Commission .
responsible for verification and validation of applications for licences to
verify and validate the application. - |
-(2) For the purposes of processing an application: for a licence
made under regulation 10, the division or department of the Commis-
sion responsible for verification and validation of applications for
licences shall within fourteen days of the receipt of an 'application verify
‘and validate the application. , o o o
(3) Where the division or department ;s of the opinion that the
applicant -has - o . R
' (2) paid the prescribed fee; and | |
(b) met the requirermnents of the verification and validation process
" in respect of the application, it shall prepare and submit in
writing a report and 1ts recomnmendations o the verification
and validation process to the Commission for consideration.
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: (4) For the purposes of this regulation, the verification and
validation of an application includes the conduct of processes
(a) to confirm the legality of a tzmber product as specified in

the Second Schedule; and
(b) In accordance with the criteria presczibed by the Commission.

' Grant of licence _
13. (1) The Commlsswn sha.ll within seven days of the rece1pt of a

report from the Division or department of the Commission responsible
for verification and validation of applications for licences make a
decision based on the recommendations. :
: (2) “Where after cons1derat10n of the report the Commission is of
the opinion that :
(a) the consignment of a timber product meets the required
legal standards for export from Ghana or for distribution
for sale on the domestic market; and
(b) verification of the process chain of timber products
- destined for export from Ghana or for distribution for sale
- on the domestic market has been completed;
the Commission may grant a licence to the applicant.

: (3) The Commission shall within thirty days of recelpt of the
-report mform the applicant in writing of its decision. -
(4) A licence granted by the Commission is subject to condi-
tions specified in the licence. :
: (5) Where the Commission refuses to grant a licence, it shall com-
.. Imunicate the reason for the refusal to grant the licence.
(6) Forthe purposes of this regulaﬁon the ‘process chain of timber

products includes
" (a) the processes involved from the point in time when a timber

product 1s harvested through to the point in time when the -
timbér product 1s ready for export or for sale on the domestic

market; and
(6) the wood tracking system prescribed by the Commission.

- Non-transferability of licence
' 14. (1) A person granted a licence under these Regulatlons shall not

transfer that licence to another person.
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-- (2) A person who transfers or attermpts to transfer a licence COm-
tmts ‘an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine of not
more than-one: thousand" penalty units or to'a ferm. of imprisonment of

notm ore’ tha.n two years or to both

ahdlty and dnratmn of licence = T " CARE
15 1) A licence is valid from the date that 1t is granted

(2) -The penod of validity of a licence shall.not exceed,
“(a) twenty-one days for timber products destined. th export from

the country; Of
(b) thirty days for timber products for dlSTIﬂ)IlthIl for sale on

.- - . the domestic market. .-
= (3) Desplte subregulatlon (2) the Commlssmn may extend the‘

"(4) The Commlssmn shall vahdate the extens1on of the vahd1ty

'of a hcence

(5_) The use. of a hcence shall not affect. any requnements of an
the movement of goods withir, “into or out of

i the country.

(6) On the expu‘atlon of a licence, the licensee or & representattve

- of the hcensee shall return that hcence to the Commission.

Suspension and cancellatlon of licence
16. (1) The Comrmssmn may suspend a

that the licensee -
XL T (a)is not complymg w1th or has not comphed W1th an

.. ferms or conditions of the licence;
h (b) has contravened any of the provisions O

*or any other relevant enactment; or o
( c) no longer meets the requuements for Whlch 'the __licence has

"_ [.ﬁ., o g, b_een granted _ =
(2} The. Cormmssmn shall not suspend or cancel a hcence under

subsecﬂon (1) unless the Commission has
(a) given the licensee at least seven days written notice of the -
decision to suspend or cancel the licence and specified in
the notice the defect, omission or breach that has caused the

dissatisfaction of the Commission; and

licence, Where it 1S sahsﬁed

yofthe

f these Regulahons'
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(b) requested the licensee to rémedy the defect, omission or
breach within fourteen days from the date of the written

notice. :
(3) Where the licensee fails to take the necessary action to remedy
the defect, omission or breach the Commission shall suspend or cancel
the licence. ‘ _ :
(4) The suspension or cancellation of a licence is effective from
the day that the applicant is informed of the decision of the Commission

. to suspend or cancel the licence.
| Miscellaneous provisions
Review of decision by Committee
17. (1) A person aggrieved by a decision of the division or depart- -
ment of the Commission responsible for the verification and validation

of licences may, within seven days of being informed of the decision
submit a complaint in writing to the Committee for a review.of the

decision.
(2) The Committee shall -
(a) determine its own procedure for review; and
(b) invite the applicant to appear before it and give the applicant
a hearing.
(3) An applicant invited to appear before the Committee may
(a) be represented by a lawyer of the applicant’s choice; and
(b) call any expert or witness of the applicant’s choice.
(4) The Committee shall
(a) within seven days after the receipt of the complaint,
inform the applicant in writing of its decision and the reason
for the decision; and ‘
(b) submit in writing a report of its findings with reasons to the
Minister. o
. (5 The Minister shall within seven days of receipt of the report
make a decision and communicate the decision to the aggrieved person.
(6) Where " ,
(a) a person is dissatisfied with the decision of the Minister; or
(b) twenty-one days Have expired without a decision being made
and communicated by the Minister that person may pursue

.the matter in the Court.
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Forms.of licedices -7 1 et ‘~
~1g7-(1): For the purposes of these Regulations, the Commission may
grafit'a paper- based licence or an electronic licence. |
R A paper-based licence and an electronic licence shall provide
= . “the'iformation on the ‘timber product for which a licence may be-granted

~ under these Regulations.

| .Papqr;b-:xs"'edﬂ'licence- HRER S T o
19. (1) A paper-based ticence issued by the Commission shall

(a) be in the format set out in Form One of the Third

© . "2 (b) be of the standard A4 paper size; - . -

= BTy have a watermark indicating the logo of the Commission
- embossed 'on the paper in addition to the seal; and
~o.(d) be-:Qompléﬁ d in manuseript, typescript or by-computerised
- theans. = | L e -

~ issues.

shall stamp each paper-based licence that it

(3) The Commission shall use any tamper-proof method to record
the quantity of paper-based licences it grants in ordcrvvto'-preve_nt.
¢he insertion of figures or references. AR LT, P BAT ] . m aF
(4) The Commission shall furnish
paper-based licence with five copies of the
Form Two of the Third Schedule. .~

an applicant it issues with a
licence in the format set out 1o

Electromic licence . | o o
20. (1) A licence may be issued and processed electronically..
*+.:(2) The Commission shall establish electronic systems for the
_issue, transmission and receipt of electronic licences before the licences
Lost, stolen or destroyed licence | o |
21. (1) In the event.of the loss, theft or destruction, of an original
licence granted under these Regulations or a copy of that licence, the

licensee or the representative of the licensee shall within fourteen days of
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the loss, theft or destruction apply to the Commission for a replacement

of the licence on the basis of the document the possession of the licensee

or the representative.
(2) An application for a replacement licence shall be accompa

by a police report.
(3) The Commission shall within fourteen days of the receipt of

the request from the licensee or the representative of the licensee issue

the licensee or the representative of the licensee with a replacement

licence.
(4) A replacement licence shall contain the licence number and

ied

-the information and entries appearing on the original licence it

replaces.

Licence”.
. (6) If a replacement licence is lost, stolen or destroyed no further
replacement licence shall be issued. _
(7) In the event that a lost or stolen licence is retrieved, the
finder of the retrieved licence shall return the licence to the Com-

mission.
- Validation and alteration of licences

- .22. (1) The Commission shall validate each copy. of allicencg or

replacement licence.
(2) A licence shall not contain any erasure or alteration.

Inspection and investigation by Committee :
23. (1) Where the Committee considers that an inspection or inves-
tigation is necessary to prevent an abuse or manipulation of the verification
and validation process, it may authorise a person to carry out an inspection
or conduct an investigation into any matter related to the verification
and validation process required for the grant of a licence.
' (2) An authorised person may, subject to subregulation (3),
(a) at any reasonable time, enter the premises of a perSon con-
“cerned in or affected by a verification or validation process;
(b) require an officer, employee or agent or a person who is the
subject of a verification or validation process to produce
any book, record, accounts or other document;

(5) Areplacementlicence shall bear the endorserhent “Replééement '
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S (- search prcmisg:s-for; any book, record, accounts or other-

L vuos - documet, ool Gl-t o T
.. .{(d) examine and make extracts from any book, record,

. .accounts OT' other document of the p‘e_r'Son"’cqr_l_bemed in or
Z="" affected by the verification or validation process;

" (&) undertake field trips to inspect and exanine simber logs and

+-investigation 0T detection of ‘anoffence or to obt
- to an offence.. . : . L

" authorised.person.

- timber products which-are related to the verification o1 vali-
~(f) remove any book, record, accounts, or-other document of

the person who is the subject of the inspection.or investiga-

tion and keep them for as long as is necessary. to examine them,

- butthe authorised person shall give a receipt for the book,
- record, accounts or other document;cm_oved'; or'’ .
_“ar(g) require an officer, employee Or ‘agent of the person who is
__  the subject of inspection oOr investigation fo - -
Cw. ... .(i) explain an entry in the book, ‘record, accounts or

=t document; O o =

. (ii) provide the authorised persoii.‘xifit-‘_h mformatlon

- concerning the ‘management or-activities of the
person Wwho 1s the subject of the inspection Orf

. investigation.
-~ (3) The powers. of entry and search under sub-regulation (2) (a)
and (¢) shall only be exercised with the consent of the person who is the
subject of the inspection. Qr_»invest_i_gati_gn or the person in charge of the

- premises. -

-~ (4) The authorised officer may collaborate with a police officer
where there are reasonable grounds to b jieve that it is Tiecessary to exercise
the powers under sub-regulation- (2)(a) and (¢) for the prevention;

tain eviderice relating

T (5)FA ‘pér§6ri shall not With‘élittjlisnf_: cause, hinder or obstruct afl
i1 the exercisesof a function under thus fegulation. -

Procedures on completion of inspection or investigation
24. (1) An authorised person shall . - om0 o L0
" " (2) make a written report on the inspection and -investigation

" and forward a copy of the report to the Comimnittee, and

v gl g e
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27:In these R egulations, unless the context otherwise requires,
-+ “applicant” means a person who makes an application for a
e T licence-under regulation 10; S -
.. Zauthorised person” means a person. authorised by the Com-
.~ mittee under subregulation (1) of regulation 23; |
“Committee” m’éaﬁ'é"*th'e’Timb'er“Validatioﬁ Committee
~ established under_regulation 3; - '
“domestic market” means the Ghanaian market for the sale and
export of timber products; ‘
. “haryest” means.to fell, cut, convert, collect or otherwise
- . T'disposeof imber from land or a water body; ._
;‘_f}icenéé’?"ﬁié'arfs:é' licence granted by the Commission for the

= " purpose of these Regulations;

. 7 “licensee” means the holder of a licence granted by the Com-
R mission under regulation 13; -
=~ *logger” means a harvester of timber, |
-7~ . “paper-based licefice” means a licence granted by the Com-
mission under regulation 19;
“tamper proof method” includes the method adopted by the

Commission to prevent the alteration of any record of a. - -

licence granted by the Commission; -
“timber product” means a timber product which is

(a) subject to a timber utilisation contract granted under
e e .o, the Timber Resources Management Act, 1998 (Act

- . 54Dor anypermit granted under an enactment for
- the logging or sale of imber; and o
. (b) of the class descriptions set out in the First Schedule;
=" =“timber ufilisation contract” means a. written agreement that
. specifies the terms of timber rights granted in respect of an

= %o “aréa of land for a fixed period of ime;.. : -
* éyerification and validation process” includes the processes
~ required to be carried outto _ - . |
7 (z)" ascertain the legality of a timber product of the -
specifications indicated in the First Schedule; and
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: (6) meet the criteria prescribed by the Commission; and
“wood tracking system” includes a chain of processes that re-
late to the monitoring and reporting system used by the
Commission to ensure that a timber product of the class
description set out in the First Schedule meet the criteria

required by the Commission.
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- FIRST SCHEDULE -
(regulatzorzs 2 and 2 7)

=

CLASS DESCRIPTIONS

1 Rough wood whether or not stripled of bark or sapwood or roughly.
squared (For example Teak in the rough) '

2 Railway Sleepers and cross-ties of 4wo'b:d

3 - 'Wood sawn or chlpped 1engthw1se shced or peeled whether or not
planed, sanded or finger-jointed ©

4 Veneer sheets and sheets of plywood whether or not sliced

‘Wood including strips and friezes for parquet flooring and not assembled
but continuously shaped (tongued grooved, rebated, chamfered, .| ’

5
. v-jointed, beaded, moulded, rounded ) along any of its edges, ends or:
faces whether or not planed, sanded or end-jointed . :
& Plywood, veneered panels and'simila,f lam'mated wood
7 Builders joinery and cafpentry or wood, cellular wdod, panels,
assembled_ flooring panels, shingles and shakes '
8 Wood marquetry and inlaid wood, caskets and cases for jewellery or

cutlery and similar articles or wood, statuettes and ornaments of wood
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' SECOND SCHEDULE

(regulation 11 (2) (b)) and 12 4)

Legally produced timber

1. A timber product is legally produced if it meets the foﬂowmg :

requirements:

(a) in cases Where the source is other than salvaged timber or

timber products, imported timber or timber products, or
confiscated or abandoned timber or timber products; the

@
(i1)

(i)

(iv)

timber originated from land subject to timber rights

“or land properly acquired as the case may;

owners of the land gave their consent to the logging
of the timber product, where the land is not public

land or a forest reserve;
logger, at the time of felling, held a valid-timber

utilization contract, issued by the competent au-

- thority and ratified by Parliament or other com-

petent authority, and followed the prescribed com-

petitive process; and
logger complied with forest operation procedures,

standards'and any other 1 reqmrements prescnbed by

law.

() 1n cases where the source is salvaged timber or timber prod-

uct:
(@)

(1)

the logger at the time of felling, held a valid
Salvaging Permit issued by the Forestry Commis-

sion; and
the logger complied with forest operation procedures

standards and any other requirements prescribed by
law.

- (¢) in cases where the source is confiscated or abandoned timber

or timber. products:
(i) there is a valid Certificate of Purchase;
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- =(11). the Certificate of Purchase was issued pursuant toa

. court order confiscating the timber; " :

{2t (m) -theé’ abandoned timber or timber product was sold
— by the Forestry Commission in accordance Wlth

statutory procedures; and. L

(1V) the owner complied with forest operatlon proce-

~dures, standards and any other requlrement pre-

A _ scribed by law.. .
2 A tlmber or trmber product shall be certrﬁed to be legaIIy produced

'(a) the tunber or tmeer product was at a!l tunes transported or
processed in accordance with standards prescnbed by law;
_‘(b) all -vendors and exporters “have valid hcences or perrmts to

market timber;
e at_the time of the sale or export of the timber: or tunber_

a product no accrued fees rents or taxes, prescribed by law

were owing to the State; and S

(d) at the time of sale or export, the logger had comphed fuIly

with obligations under any relevant Socral Responsfbﬂrty '

‘Agreenient.
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'THIRD SCHEDULE
Form One
(regulation 19 (1) (a))
Format of a Paper Based Licence

Ghana emblém

THIRD SCHEDULE
ST e Form One
= B . regulation 19 (1) (a))
Format of a Paper Based Licence

Ghana emblem

1 1 esisireg muwterity 2 Irnparter
Neme
* Adcirens
i3 PLEGT leenes number 4 Date af Expiry
i B Countsy of excpert 7 Means af sranepert
S I1BO Cwode

B Lo (aewe and

10 HE-Heading

® Commereial desectption of the Nmber pradusts

11 C -r

Jt: Ceumries of harvest

14 Volume (m3) 18 Net Weipht (ka) 1€ Number of unta

17 Otetinguishing macks

15 Gigneturs and stmmp of lEswing autherity
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. Ghana emblem

o Gham emblem
«{ - 2. lmporter ..

1 Insuing authority o oo el i wane o WBTE et

3 PLEGT kcenoe nomber . . - 4 Duts of Expiry

COPY FOR CUSTOMS

|cou-uyd-xpo;1‘ 7TMesms oftrangport .. . el s N A
§ IS0 Code
lmqmmnﬂm)
lWMﬁpﬁﬂdhﬁnb‘rm 10 KS-Heading
" cmmquwm-o . — 1250u_|!iudmrvm 13 ISO Codes
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Form Two
(regulatzon 19 (4))
Cop1es of Paper Based L1cence

1. The colours of the paper used for the hcence shall represent the

following:
: (a) white for form A, the “Ongmal” for the apphcant

(b) yellow for form B, the “Copy for the Customs Authonty of
the country of destination”, - : L
(c) green for form C, the* Copy forthe Commrssron
(d) pink for form -D;. ‘the “Copy for. the Customs Drvrsron of

~ the Ghana Revenue Authority Division”,
(e) Blue for form E, the “Copy-for the Competent Authority”
of the country of destmatron R

: 2. The first copy, marked ‘Original’ shall after being completed o
be signed and stamped by the- hcensmg authority, and be given to the

| applicant.

3. The second copy, marked ‘Copy for the Customs’ shall after
bemg completed, be signed and stamped by the hcensmg authonty and
be given to the applicant for submission to the Customs Authonty of .
the country in-which the shlpment covered by that lrcence is declared
for release for free circulation. ~

. 4. The third copy,marked ‘Copy for the Commission’ shall after
bemg completed be signed and stamped by the licensing authority, and
be retained for their records and future verification of licences issued. _

5. The fourth copy; ‘marked ‘Copy for the Customs Division of
the Ghana Revenue Authority’ shall after being completed be signed
and stamped by the licensing authority and be givento the applicant for
submission to the Customs Drvrsron of the Ghana Revenue Authority for
which the shipment covered by: that hcence 1s declared for release for

loading on to the vessel. . .
The fifth copy, marked ‘Copy for the Competent Authonty of the. country

of destination’ shall after being completed, be signed and stamped by the



23 . L.l 2184

¢ — +
g

TIMBER RESOURCES
REGULATIONS, 2012

(LEGALITY LICENSING)

the 'ap‘p‘lic_ant for submission to the
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ase for free circulation.
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